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How can I support my child’s reading? 

1. Develop children’s oral language 

Depending on the child’s language skill level, give him a story to read or have a story read to them. 

When the story is finished, ask your child to pinpoint favourite parts of the story. This can enable 

children to have fun picking out words and develop an interest to move to the next page. 

2. Read several stories every day 

The more children are exposed to literature, the more reading will become part of their daily life. A 

child is introduced to new information, concepts, and phonemic awareness with every story. 

3. Surround your children with reading material 

Children with a large collection of reading resources in their homes score higher and perform better 

on standardized tests. Provoke a reading habit in your child by having a large array of interesting 

books and magazines at her reading level.  

4. Encourage a wide variety of reading activities 

Make reading an essential part of your children’s lives. Let them read menus, movie name, roadside 

signs, game guides, weather reports, and other practical everyday information.  

5. Use technology to increase self-esteem 

Technology is changing the way we all learn, and it can have a positive impact on kids and their 

reading. By adding technology like tablet e-readers to the classroom, students’ self-esteem and 

confidence rises. Technology also gives students who have grown up in an age of smartphones and 

ubiquitous computers another outlet with which they are familiar to grow and learn. Building self-

esteem through applied technology and increased reading skills can have a positive ripple-effect on 

every other area of a student’s life. 

6. Let them use e-readers 

E-readers can be adapted to each person’s specific needs. If you have a kid who needs larger font or 

less lines per page in order to improve their reading ability, e-readers are perfectly suited to this kind 

of tailoring. E-readers are adaptive for students with learning disabilities as well, and can help level 

the playing field for children who learn differently. 

7. Let them choose what they read 

Reading for pleasure is one of the best ways for a child to improve his performance at school, but 

teaching a child to love reading involves a lot more than simply handing him a book. Letting children 

have choices in their reading material goes a long way in raising life-long readers. Kids who choose 



what they read, regardless of whether it’s a novel, a comic book, or a magazine, are more engaged 

with what they are reading and more likely to retain the information 

8. Help them choose age-appropriate books 

Help your kids choose age-appropriate books on topics that interest them to spark a passion for 

reading. Take them to the library or even show them e-readers that provide entire libraries of 

options at the touch of the screen. Access to a wide-variety of options helps make it easier for 

parents to help their children find the stories that give them that toehold into the world of reading. 

9. Make use of gadgets and creative apps 

Your smartphone or tablets can be used to install useful reading apps where kids can have safe 

spaces for reading without parents worrying about what they might come across online. Parents are 

able to choose what their children can access, as well as how long they can do different activities 

with timer features. 

10. Show interest in your child’s reading 

Your response or feedback has a strong effect on how hard they will try to become good readers. 

Always remember to give them genuine praise for their efforts. 

Reading for pleasure seems to give kids an advantage in school because they are used to be 

introduced to new ideas and can process them more quickly and effectively than their non-reading 

peers. E-readers have opened the doors to getting the next generation back into reading. Easy 

access to an array of topics and stories is sure to spark an interest in even a reluctant reader, and 

increasing technology provides better tailored learning opportunities while increasing self-esteem 

and confidence in the classroom. 

Grove Vale Library  

Weekly and monthly activities: 

ChatterBooks - first Monday of every month, 4pm to 5pm (ages 7 to 11) 

Baby and toddler sessions - every Monday, 2pm to 3pm (ages 0 to 4) 

Homework help club - every Thursday, 4pm to 6pm (ages 6 to 11) 

Baby rhyme time - every Tuesday, 11am to 11.30am and Friday, 10.30am to 11am (ages 0 to 4) 

Recommended Books  
for YR 1 & 2 

Recommended Books  
for YR 3 & 4 

Recommended Books  
for YR 5 & 6 

Cinnamon by Neil Gaiman 
I Can Only Draw Worms by Will 

Mabbitt 
Peace At Last by Jill Murphy 
Mr Majeika by Humphrey 

Carpenter 
The Day the Crayons Quit by 

Drew Daywalt 
Beaver Towers by Nigel Hinton 

The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me 
by Roald Dahl 

Dog Man by Dave Pilkey 
King Kong by Anthony Browne 
Ice Palace by Robert Swindells 
Max and the Millions by  Ross 

Montgomery 
Desirable by Frank  Cottrell 

Boyce 
The Peppermint Pig by Nina 

Bawden 
 

Wolf Brother by Michelle 
Paver 

Who Let the Gods Out by 
Maz Evans 

Boy in the Tower by Polly 
Ho-Yen 

Time Travelling with a 
Hamster by Ross Welford 
Cogheart By Peter Bunzl 

Eren by Simon P Clark 

 


