Year 1 – English – Lesson 1

Why Anansi has Eight
Skinny Legs

We are learning to retell and sequence the
story of Why Anansi Has Six Skinny Legs.
1. Before you read the story, here are the story words for you to learn.
Can you do the actions for the words?
To find out more about Anansi
stories you can visit this
website:
http://www.anansistories.com/

Now you have 8 pictures to sequence from the Anansi story. Look at the
pictures carefully and describe what is happening. Then read the eight
captions and match the picture to the caption. Then put them in the correct
order.

1. Describe the pictures.
2. Read the captions and match them to the pictures.
3. Put them in the correct order.

Anansi was a greedy spider who liked to taste
people’s food. One day he set out to eat some
food.

First, he met Rabbit. He wanted some food but
didn’t want to help Rabbit do chores. So, he asked
Rabbit to tie his web around his cooking pot.

Next, he met Monkey. He wanted to eat
Monkey’s food but didn’t want to help. He
thought he would trick the monkey too.

Anansi told the monkey that he had lots of things to
do. He said “ Why don’t I spin a length of my web
and tie one end around my leg and the other end
around the pot. So that when the beans and
bananas have cooked, you can tug at my leg and I
will come running to dinner.”

Then he visited six other animals. The animals
were: the tortoise, the hare, the squirrel, the
mouse, the fox and the hog. In each house he
wrapped his web around the cooking pots.

After that, he sat down and waited until the food
was ready. He was feeling happy and hungry.

Unfortunately, Anansi’s eight legs started to tug
at each other. He had to find a river so that his
web could be washed away.

After he was free, Anansi noticed that his short
chubby legs were now long and skinny.

Match the pictures to the text. then put the events into order.

Describe what is happening in each
picture.
Cut them out.

There are eight captions.
Read them and then match them to the correct picture.
Now order the pictures from the beginning of the story to the
end.

3. Please complete the task.

Task: 1. Describe the pictures to help retell the story.
2. Read the captions and match. Then put the pictures into order.

Next, choose one of the challenges below.
Challenge 1: Can you describe the story by describing the pictures.

Challenge 2: Can you add some time connectives to each sentence?

First, next, then, after that, Sometime later, Finally

Challenge 3: Can you read the captions on your own.

4. Use your story map to practise retelling the story.
You can practise telling it to your family and maybe act it out together!

Other Suggested Activities:
- Make your own Anansi recipe and write instructions
- Create lollipop stick characters
- Make a story box of the story using an empty box
- Make character masks using paper plates

Watch this wonderful performance now at:
https://www.unicorntheatre.com/anansi-respun

This is a special Anansi
show at the Unicorn
theatre made and
performed during
lockdown.

