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Dear Parents/Carers,
I hope that you are all well and staying safe during this very challenging time. We are indeed all missing
you here at school. It has been strange over the last few weeks not talking to all the children, staff and
parents every day. However, we have all been busy planning home learning and liaising with staff and
families for onsite provision while making sure our community support continues and everyone stays safe.
It is not the start to the Summer Term we all imagined but it is the start that we are now all trying to make
the most of.
Home learning
Home learning commenced again on the 20th of April and we will continue to provide weekly updates.
Please make sure that you are doing as much of the home learning as you can. The teachers have
worked hard to prepare a range of activities but if you feel you need more please do email them. Over
the weeks we will continue to look at ways to improve home learning and ensure that all families are able
to access the provision, we want to make it as useful as possible whilst not putting too much pressure on
parents and families. We want to continue to provide that balance of being supportive and providing an
education for the children.
Onsite provision
The message from the government is to stay at home, protect the NHS and save lives. I understand that
your child is not getting the education that they deserve or need right now and I hope that we get back
to school as quickly as possible but until the government says that it is safe to do so, my message will
continue to be that the school will only be open for emergency support.
The categories themselves have not changed and advice from the DFE is you should only send your child
into school as an absolute last resort. The categories of children who are attending school are:
1) Critical worker families
2) Children with a social worker attached to the family
3) EHCP children whose basic needs can not be met at home
I am lucky to have staff who are willing to support the national effort and are travelling to school each
day to support those families who fit into these categories.
Community Support
Our community spirit has been heart warming during this time, so many parents have offered to help
each other in a range of ways. We have parents who are supporting each other via Whatsapp groups
and many parents have donated food items which have been made into parcels for those families in
need. If you feel that you need support with food, someone to talk to, help with home learning or are
able to offer support to other families, please do contact the school office.
School Dinners
We have arranged for those families who qualify for Free School Meals through their benefits, to receive
weekly supermarket vouchers from Edenred, this will continue until we are advised differently. From the
week of the 4th of May, we will also be offering all children a daily packed lunch which they are able to
collect at school each day between 12:30 and 1:00. This is a Southwark Healthy Lunch and will consist of a
sandwich, snack, fruit and water. If you would like your child to have a packed lunch, please complete
the survey link which was sent via text message to you today. We need an idea of how many children
require a packed lunch before Tuesday each week, so we can order the food for the following week
please. Here is the link to book a packed lunch for the week after next. https://bit.ly/2VOFXaU . Please
note that if you order a packed lunch it will need to be for the whole week, if you are unable to collect
lunch on a specific day, please notify the office before 9:30 so we can notify the catering company.
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The future
A number of parents have asked us if we know when we will re-open. Schools have not had any
advance information about these matters. Until we have a confirmed date for children to return,
please know that on behalf of the whole staff, we are thinking about you and missing you and
looking forward to the time when we can all be together again. We will continue to be here for your
children and family and support you in the best possible way. We will follow government advice and
be ready to act quickly in accordance to the announcements given. We will continue to provide
home learning support, welcome those on site who are eligible to attend, while offering the
community support for those who need it.
Thank you for all your support, the kind emails and even chocolates which we have received,
please do contact the school if there is anything you need and we will try our best to help and
support you as best we can.
Ms L. Hillier
Head of School

Reception Place Offers
Families with children due to start school in September 2020, received their school offers
this week. A number of the children starting are siblings and from families already part of
our community. We are delighted to continue our connection with you and we are very
much looking forward to meeting our new families. Our induction programme will look a
little different this year, but we hope that it will still do a good job of ensuring that the
children are able to settle into school easily.
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Vouchers for Free
School Meals

Critical Worker
Childcare

I would like to apologise to families waiting for
the vouchers. Unfortunately, the system that
schools order the vouchers through is not able to
cope with the demand and so there have been
significant delays.

The children who have been at school this
week have enjoyed making a sign thanking the
NHS for their incredible hard work. If you are
passing the school, during your daily exercise,
you can see it proudly on display on the fence
outside. The children also made birthday cards
for Captain Tom, have been following Joe
Wicks every morning and are now experts at
Just Dance!

For families who we already have on record as
being eligible for Free School Meals, you should
receive an email with an eCode. This can be
converted into an eGift card for a supermarket
of your choice at www.freeschoolmeals.co.uk.
If you do not receive an email with a code, or if
there are any problems please let us know by
phone or email.
We have had a large number of families apply
for Free School Meals this week. Once we have
your application, we will send this to Southwark
and they will let us know who is eligible. If you
have not yet applied but would like to, please
contact the office. We will be in contact with
families who have applied as soon as we hear
back from Southwark.
Families in receipt of the following benefits can
apply:
o Income Support
o Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
o Income-related Employment and Support
Allowance
o Support under Part VI of the Immigration and
Asylum Act 1999
o The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
o Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also
entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an
annual gross income of no more than £16,190)
o Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
o Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April
2018 your household income must be less than
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any
benefits you get)

Miss Shipsey and some of the children spent a
morning creating mandalas using things we
found in our natural environment. We discussed
the symbol of the mandala and how Buddhist
monks destroy their mandala once created as
'nothing is permanent'. A good mantra to
remember in these current times!
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