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Intent 

At DKH, we aim for a History curriculum which inspires in pupils a curiosity and fascination to learn 

more about the past and to think and act as historians. By linking learning to a range of topics, our 

pupils have opportunities to investigate and interpret the past, understand chronology, build an 

overview of Britain’s past as well as that of the wider world including ancient civilisations and 

empires. At DKH, we intend to develop our pupils’ learning experiences by ensuring they have a 

good understanding and knowledge of people and events, including important events in Britain’s 

past. The ability to think logically, support and challenge their own and others’ viewpoints using a 

range of historical evidence is fundamental in developing our pupils as historians. We will ensure that 

our pupils have a respect for historical evidence and the ability to use it constructively as well as 

critically to support their learning. Opportunities are provided for high quality research across a 

range of history topics. At DKH, we want our learners to want to know moew about the past and 

how and why people interpret the past in different ways. 

Implementation 

The strands of our History Curriculum, chronological understanding, historical understanding, 

historical enquiry, interpretations of history, organisation and communication are mapped out to 

ensure progression and to build upon pupils’ prior knowledge. History is taught as part of a termly 

topic, focusing on knowledge and skills outlined in the National Curriculum. We incorporate strong 

cross curricular links especially with our English curriculum, which supports purposeful learning and 

use of historical vocabulary, knowledge and skills. Through our teaching, historical artefacts and 

visits, we nurture and excite our pupils to want to find out more about events and people from the 

past. We use our locality, rich in history (e.g. Denmark Hill and educational institutions such as The 

Horniman Museum) and external workshops/speakers to consolidate the learning implemented in 

the classroom. Local history units are planned to ensure pupils develop an understanding of their 

local area and to enhance their chronological understanding and appreciation of how and why 

things change. Topic knowledge organisers are used to support the learning in the classroom 

outlining the key facts of each unit and key vocabulary. They are also used to assess pupils’ prior 

and post learning and support the retention of new learning into long term memory.  

Impact 

Our History curriculum ignites passion and enthusiasm in our pupils and encourages them to delve 

further into the past. Teaching enables pupils to sequence significant past events and to learn about 

influential historical figures. This supports pupils to make sense of the new knowledge they acquire 

and contextualise it. Learning about the past shapes pupils’ perspectives and helps them to 

understand how history has influenced our present and how it will impact our future. Through our 

history teaching, children understand change and how to think analytically and to ask questions to 

deepen their understanding and find out more.  

 


