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Thought of the Week 
Don’t let anyone tell you how long it will take for you to heal—but be aware that time is passing, whether you’re 

healing or not. - Maryanne Pope 

A Message from our Head of School 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It was with a heavy heart that 

we shared with our school 

community the tragic passing of 

Ms Barbara Gustaffe. Ms 

Gustaffe was a longstanding, 

well-loved and respected 

member of staff. She was 

quietly spoken,  patient and 

always smiling. The children  

loved and respected her and she often shared how much she 

enjoyed working with them. Her passing has left a hole in the 

heart of our school community. 
 

We want to thank our school community for their kind words, 

support, and condolences. The floral tribute is a true testament 

to the how loved Ms Gustaffe was.   
 

Following our school assembly on Tuesday, children had an 

opportunity to write cards and create drawings to remember Ms 

Gustaffe. We will compile the children’s beautiful work into a 

special book and share it with Ms Gustaffe’s family in the hope 

that it will bring them some comfort during this tragic time. 
 

As a school, we are going to create a special memorial to 

remember Ms Gustaffe and look towards the future. We will let 

you know more about this soon. In addition, the Friends of DKH 

will be organising a bake sale and the proceeds will go to Ms 

Gustaffe’s family to support with funeral arrangements. 
 

Ms Gustaffe’s family and friends have organised a GoFundMe 

page to support funeral arrangements. If you would like to 

donate, please follow the link here.  
 

We know it is going to be hard and difficult road ahead, but 

together, supporting each other we can travel this road 

together. 
 

 

 

When Great Trees Fall 
Maya Angelou 

 

When great trees fall, 

rocks on distant hills shudder, 

lions hunker down 

in tall grasses, 

and even elephants 

lumber after safety. 

 

When great trees fall 

in forests, 

small things recoil into silence, 

their senses 

eroded beyond fear. 

 

When great souls die, 

the air around us becomes 

light, rare, sterile. 

We breathe, briefly. 

Our eyes, briefly, 

see with 

a hurtful clarity. 

Our memory, suddenly sharpened, 

examines, 

gnaws on kind words 

unsaid, 

promised walks 

never taken. 

 

Great souls die and 

our reality, bound to 

them, takes leave of us. 

Our souls, 

dependent upon their 

nurture, 

now shrink, wizened. 

Our minds, formed 

and informed by their 

radiance, fall away. 

We are not so much maddened 

as reduced to the unutterable ignorance of 

dark, cold 

caves. 

 

And when great souls die, 

after a period peace blooms, 

slowly and always 

irregularly. Spaces fill 

with a kind of 

soothing electric vibration. 

Our senses, restored, never 

to be the same, whisper to us. 

They existed. They existed. 

We can be. Be and be 

better. For they existed. 

 

https://gofund.me/017bf819
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09.05.22 – 

12.05.22 
KS2 SATs 

16.05.22 – 

20.05.22 
KS1 SATs 

16.05.22 Walk to School Week 

17.05.22 Year 6 Kew Gardens 

27.05.22 London History Day 

30.05.22 – 

03.06.22 
Half Term Starts 

07.06.22 Children return to school 

07.06.22 – 

10.06.22 
Year 6 School Journey  

09.06.22 Nursery visit to Copleston Church 

13.06.22 EYFS and KS1Drama Workshop 

13.06.22 Year 6 Healthy Eating Workshop 

14.06.22 Year 6 Cook Off 

15.06.22 Year 3 and 4 World Foods Workshop 

16.06.22 Year 1 and 2 Five Senses Workshop 

17.06.22 EYFS Hungry Caterpillar Workshop 

23.06.22 Class Photos 

02.07.22 DKH Summer Fair 

04.07.22 SEND Festival of Sailing 

11.07.22 EYFS and Year 1 Sports Day 

12.07.22 Year 5 Online Safety/Awareness 

13.07.22 Year 6 Online Safety/Awareness 

14.07.22 Reports presented to parents / carers 

15.07.22 Year 2 – 6 Sports Day 

18.07.22 Children meet their new teacher 

19.07.22 Parent Drop in Session 

21.07.22 Last Day of School – 2pm finish 

Attendance 

Cherry 98.9% Cedar 95.6% 

Elder 97.9% Sycamore 93.4% 

Palm 90.1% Hazel 91.8% 

Beech 94.9% Elm 92.9% 

Eucalyptus 96.1% Maple 97.5% 

 

 
Charles’s Friday Facts 
By Charles, Year 3 

Did you know that the harp seal’s name comes from the markings on the male  

harp seal’s back, which look like the musical instrument? 

 

You can learn more about harp seals here.  
 

If your child is good with deadlines and would like to contribute to the newsletter, please speak with  

Barbara Ghezzi, Head of School. 

Star of the Week!  
We would like to recognise the children who have 

been great examples of our school values and have 

shown true commitment to their learning. Well done! 

Nursery 
Zainab, for so confidently sharing her 

experiences of Eid. 

Reception 
Aizah, for always caring for her 

friends. 

Cherry  

Isla, for always being on task and 

being a role model for others with her 

great behaviour for learning. 

Elder  
Summer, for her amazing positive can 

do attitude, within all  of her lessons! 

Palm  

Elijah, for making a huge effort with 

all his work and showing a great 

attitude to learning. 

Beech  

Wajid, for demonstrating a 100% 

positive attitude in his maths and 

English work! 

Eucalyptus  

Hillary, for her fantastic retelling of Tar 

Beach, which was full of powerful 

adjectives. 

Cedar  

Aaron, for excellent engagement in 

learning and a detailed knowledge 

of whales. 

Sycamore  

Melody, for writing an excellent 

character description of Medusa 

before her transformation. 

Hazel 

Anya, for always being kind and 

caring and for trying her best in all of 

her subjects. 

Maple 

Elsa, for always producing insane 

home learning and being such a 

delight! 

Elm 

Chantel, for differentiating between 

the present and past tenses and 

using the appropriately in a variety of 

sentences. 

 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/facts/harp-seal


 DKH Newsletter 6th May 2022 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gardening with Mr Butt started this week and children from across the school will have access to our 

brand new gardening club. Children will be introduced to weeding (what is a weed and what is not 

a weed), why we need to remove weeds and how to prepare the soil for planting and they will 

begin to understand what to plant and when.  Children will be encouraged to explore the natural 

world around them as well as to develop their language and communication skills. You can see 

more HERE. 
 

 

 

 

 

Children in years 1 to 6 have started the Daily Mile again. The aim of The Daily Mile is to improve 

the physical, social, emotional and mental health and wellbeing of our children – regardless of 

age, ability or personal circumstances. Children are encouraged to run, walk, jog and just move 

every day. Here you can see Hazel Class taking part and having fun! 

We 

Maple Class have been writing non-chronological reports about their very own dragon. Some of 

the dragons live on the peaks of the Himalayas and others in the depths of a volcano. Their reports 

were so believable that it was hard to know if these dragons are real or not. Elsa, went above and 

beyond, creating her dragon ‘the Naturist’ using fimo and other natural materials.  

 

Congratulations 
We would like to congratulate Vera who achieved a distinction in her LAMDA exam! Well done Vera! 
 

Congratulations also to Avaine who achieved a gold medal in a British Open Taekwondo 

competition. So far, Avaine has 12 medals and at least four are gold! 

Cherry Class have been studying local places of significance as 

a part of this week’s history lesson. They visited Lettsom Gardens 

and explored the area. They discussed the many ways that the 

gardens serve the community, including the allotment. You can 

see more of their learning and fun here. 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/3FiCasq
https://bit.ly/3KFJ5x2
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