
 

Year 5: Summer 1- History Knowledge Organiser 

Ancient Greeks 

 
                                                      

 
 

                     

Vocabulary 

 

What I already know: 
Year 1 &Year 2 

In Year 1 and 2 you used words and phrases such as old, new, before (I 

was born), after (I was born), past, present, then, now, a long time ago. 

Placed toys on a timeline in the chronology in which they were played 

with. 
 

Year 3&4 
In Year 3 you identified the period of Ancient Egypt on a 

timeline. Investigated artefacts to do with Ancient Egyptian 

life. Established a chronological understanding of the Roman 

Invasion of Britain Used maps of Great Britain and Europe and 

annotate where the Anglo-Saxons and Scots invaders came 

from/to. 

What I will learn now: 
Year 5 

• To examine Greek artefacts (such as vases) and use these to make 

inferences about the past. 

• To describe how Greek artefacts and ruins tell us about their culture, military, 

and religious beliefs. 

• To describe how the Greek society has had an impact on modern society. 

• To discuss the notion of democracy - compare the democratic process of 

ancient Greece with that of modern Britain. 

• To examine the timeline of the Greek civilisation and consider where 

there was rapid change and where there was very little change. 

Explain why this may the case. 

• To compare what was happening in the Greek civilisation with what was 

happening in Britain at the same time. 

• To place the chronology of key events of the Greek civilisation on a time 

line with a chronology of the history of Britain.  

Key Facts 
The Greeks were great thinkers, warriors, writers, actors, 

athletes, artists, architects and politicians. Most people lived in 

villages in the countryside. Many Greeks were poor, and life 

was hard. Ancient Greek homes were built around a courtyard 

or garden. The Greeks believed that gods and goddesses 

watched over them. They were like humans but lived forever 

and were more powerful. The most famous temple in Greece 

is the Parthenon in Athens, dedicated to the goddess Athena. 

Greece was made up of lots of smaller states and they often 

went to war with one another or with foreign enemies. Soldiers 

would lock their shields together with their spears pointing out 

of the top, this was called a phalanx. 
 

What I will learn next: 
Year 6 

 

To research about the Mayan civilisation using artefacts. Use maps to locate Ancient Mayan cities and to discover facts about the 

Mayan civilisation.  Describe what happened during some key events from World War II and order events on a timeline. 


