
 

Year 6: Autumn 1- History Knowledge Organiser 

The Transatlantic Slave Trade 
 

 
 

Vocabulary 

 

What I already know: 
Year 1 &Year 2 

In Year 1 and 2 you used words and phrases such as old, new, 

before (I was born), after (I was born), past, present, then, now, 

a long time ago. Placed toys on a timeline in the chronology in 

which they were played with. 

 

Year 3&4 

In Year 3 you identified the period of Ancient Egypt on a 

timeline. Investigated artefacts to do with Ancient Egyptian 

life. Established a chronological understanding of the Roman 

Invasion of Britain Used maps of Great Britain and Europe and 

annotate where the Anglo-Saxons and Scots invaders came 

from/to. 

Year 5 

In Year 5, you placed the chronology of key events of the 

Greek civilisation on a timeline with a chronology of the 

history of Britain. You describe the ideas, beliefs and 

attitudes of all groups of people in the Greek civilisation. 

 

Examine Greek artefacts (such as vases) and use these to 

make inferences about the past. You described how Greek 

artefacts and ruins tell us about their culture, military, and 

religious beliefs. 

You described how the Greek society has had an impact on 

modern society 

What I will learn now: 
Year 6 

To explain how the triangular trade operated.   

To make inferences about slaves experience during auction. 

To understand what life was like on plantations. 

To learn about the underground railroad.  

To explore Harriet Tubman’s role as a conductor and her 

importance as a historical figure.  

To write a diary entry in role as Ruby Bridges. 

 

 
 

Key Facts 
The slave trade was huge. British ships transported around 2.6 

million enslaved people. It has been estimated overall, about 

12 million Africans were enslaved and taken to the Americas. 

The death rate of the enslaved people was horrific. Unknown 

millions died in Africa before they even made it to the ships. It 

has been estimated that at least 2 million enslaved Africans 

died on the Middle Passage across the Atlantic. Europeans 

took guns, cloth and iron to Africa They took captives from 

Africa to North America and the Caribbean to sell as slaves. 

Then they took tobacco, sugar, rum back to Europe to sell. 


