KS1 Phonics Screening Check
Information for Parents
DKH Primary School
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Why do we teach phonics?

Phonics helps children to develop good reading
and spelling skills.

Once children know the sounds (phonemes) that
letters and groups of letters make, they can
quickly decode words.

The ability to read and write is a vital skill for all
children, paving the way for an enjoyable and
successful school experience.

We use a systematic synthetic phonics approach
called ‘Read, Write, Inc.’



Why do we have a phonics
check?

L] The Phonics Screening Check was first introduced in
2012 and is statutory for all maintained schools.

L) Itis designed to show how well your child can use
the phonics skills they have learned up to the end of
Y1.

L) Itis also designed to help schools identify pupils
who need extra phonics help.

L) This year, all schools across England will administer
the Phonics Screening Check in the week beginning
Monday 10th June.
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How does the check work?

Your child will sit with the class teacher and will be asked
to read a total of 40 words aloud.

The test normally takes a few minutes, but if your child
needs a break, the teacher will stop the check and make
time for that.

The check is carefully designed not to be stressful for the
children and reflects how children are currently taught to
decode words during their phonics lessons.

Between 2013 - 2023, the “pass threshold” was 32. This
means children had to read at least 32 words out of 40
correctly.

The threshold mark is communicated to schools at the end
of June, after the test has been taken, so that teachers
can mark the Check.



What does the check look
like?

There are 20 ‘nonsense’ (alien) words and 20
real words.

Non-words (nonsense words, pseudo words) are
‘made up’ words where the letter patterns follow
the phonics rules that your child has been taught,
but don’t mean anything. Each of the non-words is
presented with a picture of a monster/alien.

Your child will need to apply their knowledge of
phonemes to read these correctly, showing that
they understand the phonics rules behind them.
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£ How you can help your
e child

Continue to read books regularly

Complete homework tasks

Read regularly with your child



Questions

If you have any questions after today,
please come and ask me or Ms Butler...
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