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A Message from our Deputy Headteacher  
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
This week has been Story Telling Week! The week kicked off with an Assembly led by Jo McCoy 

about the National celebration of stories! We also had our Talking Tuesday themed around the 
question ‘Which story would you like to visit and why?’ We would like to encourage parents 

to discuss your favorite stories with your children to promote the love of books!  
We would also love to feature a weekly Book Review from a child (and a parent!) in the 
newsletter. If you would like to share a book you are reading at home with the school with the 

reasons for your recommendations, please pass this to Miss Grant who will post them in the 
newsletter! 

Talking Tuesday 
Every Tuesday, children in Reception up to Year 6 have been having class assemblies called ‘Talking 

Tuesdays’. The School Councilors in Years 1-6 are encouraged to lead their classes in a discussion around a 
question or ‘silly’ statement to debate. The children are also encouraged to use our ‘Oracy Hand Signals’ to 

support structuring their verbal debates. 
We would love for our families to also have a go at debating at home! Our question this week was themed 

around ‘Story Telling Week’. 
“Which story would you like to visit and why?” What do you think? 
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Year 3 Learning 
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  Stars of the Week  
 

We would like to recognize the children who have been great examples of our School values and have shown a true 

commitment to their learning. Well done! 
 

 

Caterpillar Melissa for sharing numbers into equal groups in maths. 
Ibraheem for asking fantastic questions and sharing information 
about his own religion. 

Willow Abdulkarim for being so enthusiastic during mastering number 
sessions and becoming confident with his mental maths! Well done 
Abdulkarim, keep it up you maths superstar 
Ayla for persevering with her writing this week and writing great 
sentences in our non fiction toy booklet. Well done Ayla, I am so 
proud of you! 

Elder Ezekiel for working hard at home to improve his Maths and 
Handwriting 
Lianne for working hard at home on Maths skills 

Beech Tobi for really applying himself to his work this week, with great 
results! 
Ace for a excellent setting description of the tropical island from our 
book When the Giant Stirred 

Cedar Hania for writing an amazing Pompeii poem 
Eliz for excellent behaviour for learning in maths and writing this week 

Hazel Isla for identifying he factors that affect water resistance in Science 
Kawayne for a good understanding of halves and quarters in maths 

Maple Seyram for independently producing a wonderful character 
description at home, this showed excellent initiative, creativity and a 
real commitment to developing his writing skills. 
Nana for his exceptional effort in maths. His hard work and focus 
have really supported his understanding and helped him grasp key 
skills with confidence. 
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Makaton  

Sign of the Week 
 

Every Monday the staff and the children will be 
learning a Makaton sign. Makaton is a language 
with speech, signs and symbols used to support 
people who have difficulty communicating. We 
teach it to all of our children and staff so that 

we can become even more inclusive as a school. 
This week our Makaton sign is “How are you?”. 

Please practice this at home too! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Attendance 
 
 

Reception 88.02% 
Year 1 83.40% 
Year 2 94.09% 
Year 3 94.28% 
Year 4 96.26% 
Year 5 93.98% 
Year 6 95.34% 

 
 
 

Please note that as directed by the 
Department of Education, term time 

holidays will not be authorised. 
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Breakfast and Afterschool Club 

 

 
Come and join us for our Breakfast and Afterschool Clubs! 

 

Breakfast club will start at 7.45am- This will include breakfast of cereal or toast and will cost 

£5.50 per day  

 

After School club- Light snack and sports activities and games and will cost:  

1 Hour £6.30 (Collection at 4:30pm) 

2 Hour £12.00  

Full session (2 1/2 hours) £13.65 (collection at 5:45pm)  

Snack will only be offered to children staying over 1 hour. 

We are able to offer a discount to families that wish to book full week after school club and this is 

charged at £66.00 per week. 

 

Wraparound Care (ASC) will not be suitable for Nursey pupils (5 years old+) we may be able to 

offer wraparound care for Reception children based on numbers. 

Please see Carrie in the Office for more information! 

 

Club Donations 
We would really welcome donations of games and jigsaws for our clubs! Please drop any off to the 

Office! 
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Reception Reading Cafe 

 
 

Our Reading Café has opened again in Reception! This week was our first session of 
the year and what an incredible turn out it was! Thank you for all coming along. 

 

The Reading Café is an opportunity for you to support your child’s reading 
development, learn new strategies to help them when reading and more importantly 
enjoy some quality time with your child over a book without the normal hustle and 

bustle of home life.  

 

The sessions will be every week on a Tuesday 8:45 – 9am in the 
Classrooms. 

 

You are invited to come along to the session with your child and share a book. 
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Study Bugs  

 

 
 

Please continue to use Study Bugs when reporting your child’s absence. 

 

When stating the reason for your child’s absence, please remember to specify the exact 

symptoms of the illness as these are required when marking them as ‘illness’ on our registers. If 

symptoms are not listed, it will be marked as an ‘unauthorised absence’. 

 
We are phasing out using Arbor for text messages. To replace this, we will be using the in App 

messaging service in Study Bugs. 
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Are you interested in working for NEST—or do you know 

someone who might be?  
  

At NEST, we offer a wide range of rewarding roles across our 
schools. Whether you're an early careers teacher, an experienced 
educator, returning to work after a break, or simply looking for 

meaningful employment, we’d love to hear from you.  
  

We have opportunities in teaching, school administration, 
finance, HR, and estates.  

Click here to view our current vacancies or register for our talent 
pool and learn more about joining the NEST team and the exciting 

career opportunities available. 
 
 

https://www.nestschools.org/286/current-staff-vacancies  
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nestschools.org%2F286%2Fcurrent-staff-vacancies&data=05%7C02%7Clgrant%40dkh.southwark.sch.uk%7Cd641711790b24465094908de131e624c%7C09b5b07182374c7eb62eefb4ad015edd%7C0%7C0%7C638969218376788338%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5s%2BEoIwsjozrdMq0kXtnf60vpnU%2BkbRfg%2Bgqsjct8lM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nestschools.org/286/current-staff-vacancies
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Scooter and Cycle Safety and Parking 
If you are Scootering or cycling to school, please remember to wear your 

helmets! We have seen a number of children who are not wearing helmets 
as they are riding their bikes or scooters to school. It is essential that you 
wear one to protect your head from injury incase you accidentally fall off. 

 
 

Please also be advised that parking or idling is not permitted in Karen 
Court Carpark, neighboring residential parking spots or on the zig zags 

directly outside of school. There is free parking available in the 
surrounding areas. 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

03/02/2026 School Photos 

10/02/2026 Safer Internet Day 

11/02/2026 Safer Internet Workshops 

13/02/2026 Last Day of School 

14-
20/02/2026 

Half Term Holidays 

23/02/2026 School Open First Day Back 
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