Grove Primary Newsletter: 11" September 2026

A Message from our Deputy Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have had a wonderful start to the new school year at Grove Primary!
It's been a joy to welcome our pupils back and see their excitement for
learning. I am delighted to share that both children and staff have settled
smoothly into their new classrooms. Our students are already showing
great enthusiasm and a readiness to embrace new challenges!

We have begun lots of fantastic afterschool clubs and wider curriculum
sessions this week! Make sure to ask your children what they have been
learning!

PIONEER Dance sessions with Chantal from Pioneer Dance began
‘ with Year 2 (Elder Class) and Year 6 (Maple Class).
. Yoga sessions began with our yoga teacher Kellie Ansell!
Music sessions with our new Music teacher John from Southwark Music
Service started up again for all our classes in Reception - Year 6.

Swimming began for children in Year 4 Cedar Class.

Computing sessions will also begin on Monday 28th at Alleyn’s
Secondary School for Year 5 Hazel Class!
Wishing our school community a happy weekend.
Leah Grant-Muller
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Stars of the Week

We would like to recognize the children who have been great examples of our School values and
have shown a true commitment to their learning. Well done!

Conker Aalia for settling in so brilliantly and being very kind to her
peers.
Acorn All of Reception for settling into their new classroom so well!

Willow Zayan for being absolutely amazing this week, always doing
the right thing and being an example to everyone

Serena for settling into year one so well, we will miss you and
wish you every happiness in your new school.

The whole of Elder class for rising to the challenge of Year 2
expectations.

Aziza who has an amazing first week at Grove Primary- She
has shown such braveness.

Tristan for showing fantastic resilience and persistence in his
learning.

Kiyah for good work on sequencing events of The Tempest.
Haref for settling in well into Grove Primary.

Misola for great writing this week and producing a fab
explanation leaflet.

Erdi for supporting your working partner this week with
kindness and care.

Jeremiah for showing engagement and active listening in class
enabling him to make wonderful strides in his learning.

Madina for her fantastic start on her chronological report about
WW?2 and use of amazing sentence starters.
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Makaton Breakfast

- and
S'Qn of the Week Afterschool Club

Every Monday the staff and the children will be }
learning a Makaton sign. Makaton is a language CHOOL
with speech, signs and symbols used to support
people who have difficulty communicating. We
teach it to all of our children and staff so that we AR =
can become even more inclusive as a school. Vaty N\ e
This week our Makaton sign was “Good Come and join us for our Breakfast and Afterschool
morning”. We use this in our assemblies and Clubs!
when answering the register. Please practice this
at home too! Breakfast club will start at 7.45am (please do
not arrive earlier as children will not be allowed
in until this time)- This will include breakfast of
cereal or toast and will cost £5.70 per day

After School club- Light snack and sports
activities and games and will cost:
1 Hour £6.50
Full session (2 1/4 hours) £14.10
Snack will only be offered to children staying
over 1 hour.
We are able to offer a discount to families that
wish to book full week after school club and this

900d morn'mg is charged at £67.00 per week.

Wraparound Care (ASC) will not be suitable for
Nursey pupils (5 years old+). Reception class-
please contact Carrie for booking and more
information.

Club Donations

We would really welcome donations of games
and jigsaws for our clubs! Please drop any off
to the Office!
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Year 6 Secondary Attendance
School Transfer

Miss Grant will be hosting a meeting on Friday -
18th September at both 9:00 am and 3:45 Reception 87 . 20/0

pm. This will be held in the Lower School Hall. Year 1 96 90/0

During this sessic_)n Miss Grant will discuss the Year 2 9 1 30/
process of choosing Secondary Schools for your . 0

Year3 | 96,99

Please be advised that the closing date for Year 4 87 30 /
selecting Secondary School choices is: before . 0

11.59pm on 31 October 2026 Year 5 96 30/0

Follow this link for Southwark Schools for more Year 6 84 60/0
advice: https://www.southwark.gov.uk/schools- .
and-education/school-admissions/how-apply-
online

Please note that as directed by the
Staetiing secondary school Department of Education, term time

in Southwark 2027/28

Mo doge DY G 200 holidays will not be authorised.

E Admissions Portal:
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/



https://www.southwark.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-admissions/how-apply-online
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-admissions/how-apply-online
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-admissions/how-apply-online
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/

Year 6 Learning This Week

This week we have kicked off our learning in Year 6! In writing, we have begun learning about the events
that unfolded during World War Two and have begun writing our chronological report.
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In Maths, we have been exploring number and place value up to ten million and rounding these
numbers!
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Our book for this half term for shared reading is Stig of The Dump. We have spent our lessons
looking at the author Clive King and exploring how his interests may have influenced his passion to
write!

Exploring Clive King
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exploring how his interests may have influenced his passion to write
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Harvest Collection

HOST A FOOD DRIVE FOR
CITY HARVEST FESTIVAL

X!
4 H‘m?s\‘_

This Harvest, we will be collecting items for Spring Community Hub to support families, ensuring
that no one in our community goes hungry, especially as the colder months approach.
We will be collecting until Friday 9t of October. Please drop any donations into the Office.
Please see the following lists for suitable donations.

Cereal
Tinned baked beans
Tinned meat (no pork)
Tinned tomatoes
Tinned vegetable/ meat soup
Tinned vegetables (sweetcorn, peas)
Tinned fish
Tinned fruit
Tinned pulses
Toilet roll

Pasta sauce

Teabags/ Coffee
Jam




A better, safer way to report when
your child is sick and off school.

Please continue to use Study Bugs when reporting your child’s absence.

When stating the reason for your child’s absence, please remember to specify the exact
symptoms of the illness as these are required when marking them as ‘illness’ on our registers. If
symptoms are not listed, it will be marked as an ‘unauthorised absence’.

We are going to be phasing out using Arbor for text messages. To replace this, we will be using the
in App messaging service in Study Bugs.
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Nexus Education Schools Trust

Are you interested in working for NEST—or do you know
someone who might be?

At NEST, we offer a wide range of rewarding roles across our

schools. Whether you're an early careers teacher, an experienced
educator, returning to work after a break, or simply looking for
meaningful employment, we'd love to hear from you.

We have opportunities in teaching, school administration,
finance, HR, and estates.
Click nere to view our current vacancies or register for our talent
pool and learn more about joining the NEST team and the exciting
career opportunities available.

https://www.nestschools.org/286/current-staff-vacancies



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nestschools.org%2F286%2Fcurrent-staff-vacancies&data=05%7C02%7Clgrant%40dkh.southwark.sch.uk%7Cd641711790b24465094908de131e624c%7C09b5b07182374c7eb62eefb4ad015edd%7C0%7C0%7C638969218376788338%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5s%2BEoIwsjozrdMq0kXtnf60vpnU%2BkbRfg%2Bgqsjct8lM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nestschools.org/286/current-staff-vacancies
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Scooter and Cycle Safety and Parking

If you are Scootering or cycling to school, please remember to wear your
helmets! We have seen a number of children who are not wearing helmets
as they are riding their bikes or scooters to school. It is essential that you
wear one to protect your head from injury incase you accidentally fall off.

| Eyes: Put the helmet on your head.
Look up. You should see the bottom
rim of the helmet.

Ears: Make sure the straps form a V'’
under your ears when buckled. The straps
should be a little tight but comfortable.

Mouth: Open your mouth as wide as
you can. Does the helmet hug your
head? If not, tighten the straps.

Please also be advised that parking or idling is not permitted in Karen
Court Carpark, neighboring residential parking spots or on the zig zags
directly outside of school. There is free parking available in the
surrounding areas.




Dateé

.‘_for your Diafy

14/09/2026

Year 6 School Council presentations

16/09/2026

Open Day for new Early Years Parents @ 10am

17/09/2026

Year 6 School Council Elections

17/09/2026

Year 2 and Year 5 Fire Brig_gade visit

18/09/2026

Year 6 Secondary Transfer Meeting @ 9:00 and 3:45 in
the Lower Hall

25/09/2026

Flu vaccinations Reception to Year 6

30/09/2026

Open Day for new Early Years Parents @ 10am

1/10/2026

Black History Month begins

9/10/2026

International Evening- All parents and children welcome
3:30-4:30

14/10/2026

Open Day for new Early Years Parents @ 10am

14/10/2026

Harvest Festival Assembly

16/10/2026

Junior Citizenship Scheme Year 6

19/10/2026

30/10/2026

School Closed for Half Term

2/11/2026

Secondary School Application Deadline




SOUTHWARK PLAYHOUSE
YOUNG COMPANY

Is your child aged 8 - 10 and lives in Southwark, or goes to school
here?

Southwark Playhouse is recruiting new members for its youth
theatre, theYoung Company, this Autumn/Winter.

These are weekly drama workshops led by talented theatre
professionals.

Our participants make new friends, learn new skills, perform at
one of London’s leading off-West End theatres and most

importantly have lots of fun!.

It’s free to join and there are no auditions.We operate a waiting
list when there is strong demand.

Find out more and sign up on our website at

southwarkplayhouse.co.uk/participate or email
participation@southwarkplayhouse.co.uk
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Southwark
Independent
Voice

Empowering families - creating brighter futures

SIV Parent Support Group
Connect, Share and Support

Tuesday 15" September 2026 The Links Community Centre
10am to 1pm 353 Rotherhithe New Road
SE16 3HF

Are you looking for support, advice or just a place to connect with
other SEND Parent Carers?

Join our friendly support group where we share experiences, offer
guidance and find encouragement from others who understand.

Whether you are facing specific challenges or just looking for a supportive
SEND community, we would love you te join us.

The life of a SEND parent carer brings so many daily struggles and often
it is the parent carers mental, emotional and physical health that suffers.

Come along and meet others so you know you are not alone on this
journey

No one need to be alone on their SEND journey, SIV is run by parent
carers of children/young people with SEND, so we really do understand
how difficult and life changing being a parent carer of a child with SEND
is.

If you find it difficult to join a group you do not know, please do not worry
one of our team will welcome you and support you throughout

Light refreshments provided

* This event is for adults only as we do not have facilities for babies and children
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Southwark
Independent
Voice

Empowering families - creating brighter futures

SAVE THE DATE!

Make sure you don’t miss any of our upcoming events

YEAR 5 ANNUAL REVIEW (transition for Secondary)

Tuesday 6" October 2026 — 10am to 1pm

Recommended for those with children in Year 3,4 & 5

Come along and learn from the Southwark SEND team what the Year 5
Annual review is about. This annual review is so important as it's the one
that goes forward for secondary school choices.

MEET THE SIAS TEAM (Southwark Information Advice Service)

Thursday 19" November 2026 — 10am to 1pm

SIAS has a new manager, come along and meet the whole SIAS Team
Find out what they do and how they can help. PLUS share your
experience of the service with the new manager so they can improve the
service.

EMOTIONAL REGULATION (BIG feelings, helping you to
understand how you can support yourself and your child with greater
safety, calm and confidence)

Tuesday 1% December 2026 — 10am to 1pm

Join GRAPEFRUIT WORLD who combine educational expertise, evidence-
informed practice and lived experience, to help you understand the
foundation of emotional regulation. Plus learn how to become the
regulation anchor your child needs while being able to regulate your own
emotions.

WHERE - The Links Community Centre, 353 Rotherhithe New Road, SE16 3HF
Light refreshments provided

* These events are for adults only as there are no fadllities for bables and children
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SENsational Play

Running Every Monday from
12:30pm-1:30pm
@Dulwich Wood Children
and Family Hub SE21 8QS
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allthingsautismitd@gmail.com
01895 649211
https://alithingsinclusionendautism.com

Workshops for parents / carers (and practitioners) -Summer term 2026

Pathological Demand Avoldance (PDA)
Understanding PDA and practical strategies
to support

Monday 14™ September 2026

7-9pm

Or

Friday 13" November 2026
9.30-11.30am

Online - via Zoom

£44 plus VAT per person

Understanding Schemas

Exploring patterns of play, understanding
why children use schemas and how to
support their play and learning
Wednesday 16™ September 2026

Online —via Zoom

£36 plus VAT per person

ADHD

Understanding ADHD in young children and
practical ideas to support them

Tuesday 29" September 2026

10-11.30am

Or

Thursday 19" November 2026

7 - 8.30pm

Online via Zoom

£36 plus VAT per person

Gestalt Language Processing

How to support early language skills for
young children including Gestalt learners
Wednesday 30" September 2026

10 - 11.30am

Online via Zoom

£36 plus VAT per person

Introduction to supporting children with

Down Syndrome

Understanding the needs of children with
Down Syndrome and strategies to support
them

Friday 2™ October 2026

9:30am - 12pm

Online via Zoom

E51 plus VAT per person

Introduction to Signalong

Signalong is a sign supported
communication system for children with
additional needs, supporting the
development of speaking and
understanding, This course will introduce
you to the Signalong and you will learn
some everyday signs that you can use in
your home or school/setting, This course is
designed for beginners and those who may
wish to attend the Singalong Foundation

Course later in the Autumn term
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[ Monday 5™ October 2026

{ 9:30-11:30am

Online via Zoom
£44 plus VAT per person

All Things Visual Strategies

Supporting autistic children / those with
communication difficulties with visual
strategies - why use visuals, which visuals to
use and how to use them?

Friday 9™ October 2026

10-11.30am

Online - via Zoom

£36 plus VAT per person

All things sensory processing - a workshop
exploring the sensory needs of autistic
children and practical strategies to support
their needs

Thursday 15™ October 2026

| 9.30am - 12

| Online via Zoom

|
|
|

£51 plus VAT per person

Supporting children with Bereavement and
Loss

Looking at the impact of bereavement and
loss on young children and strategies to
support them

Friday 23" October 2026

10-11.30am

Online via Zoom

£36 plus VAT per person

| Selective Mutism

i Understanding the causes of selective

| mutism (situational mutism) and practical
l strategies to support children in early
years and primary

Friday 6™ November 2026
9.30-11.30am

£44 plus VAT per person

All Things Sleep -

Looking at the challenges around sleep
and bedtime for autistic children / those
with social communication difficulties,
and practical strategies to support
Monday 9 November 2026

7 -8:30pm

Online via Zoom

£36 plus VAT per person

|
1 Online via Zoom
|
|
|

‘ Signalong Foundation Course Signalong s a

{ sign supported communication system for

i children with additional needs and supports

| the development of speaking and

| understanding. This accredited course will

l equip learners with the skills they need to

| use Signalong as a way of supporting
communication skills for children and
adults.

| Signalong is 8 CPD accredited course

% Tuesday 10" November to Tuesday 8™

| December 2026 (5 consecutive weeks)

| Sam-12pm

| Online via Zoom

i £200 plus VAT per person

Promoting Positive Mental Health In Young
Children

: Understanding AuDHD
Supporting children who have a dual
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Examining causes of mental health
difficulties, learning about anxiety and
trauma

Thursday 12" November 2026
9.30am-12pm

Online via Zoom

£51 plus VAT per person

diagnosis of Autism and ADHD with
practical strategies to help.
Wednesday 25th November 2026
10-11:30am

Online via Zoom

£28 plus VAT per person

All Things Behaviour - supporting positive
behaviours for autistic children

Thursday 26" November 2026
9.30am-12pm

Online via Zoom

£51 plus VAT per person

Autism and Girls

Exploring differences and diagnosis .
Understanding how autism impacts on girls
and strategies and ideas to support them
Thursday 3" December 2026

10-11.30am

Online via Zoom

£36 plus VAT per person

All Things Communication and Play:
Supporting autistic children with
communication and play skills - laughing
and learning together

Friday 4" December 2026

9.30am - 12

Online via Zoom

£51 plus VAT per person

Contact Jaci Smith or Nikki Duhig at allthingsautismltd@gmail.com or 01896

649211 to book your place/s
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WEEKEND SPORTS CLUBS
FOR CHILDREN WITH
ADDITIONAL NEEDS

Helping children build confidence through inclusive sports

Join our multi-sports fun with small groups | Max 6
children | Boost your child’s confidence and coordination |
Supports social skills in a safe space | Run by experienced
Special Educational Needs Coaches

Location Day Time

Newham, E7 9BB Saturdays 9-10am

Crystal Palace, SE19 2JH Saturdays 11-12noon

Orpington, BR52JD Saturdays 1-2pm and 2-3pm

Dulwich, SE22 8RB Sundays 9:30-10:30am

Putney, SW15 2ED Sundays 11:15am-12:15pm

Richmond, TW1 3BA Sundays 1-2pm

Spaces are limited — book today!
www.sen-sports.com

SEN SPORTS LTD

admin_@sen-sports.com Click here to Watch videos
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SOUTHWARK TIGERS RFC
PLAY RUGBY!

W offer ‘completely free’ rugby coaching for children aged 4-17 ,
open to everyone, no experience needed. We’re proudly diverse
and inclusive, powered by community spirit.

Sunday sessions at Burgess Park astro pitch, 10:00-12:00, August to
April — teams for every age and ability (boys, girls, minis, juniors).

Schools programme: Coaching in around a dozen local secondary
schools, reaching hundreds of students. Delivered in partnership with
Big Yellow Storage.

Friday Academy for ages 14+, taking serious players to the next level.
16:30-18:00.

Women's & girls fitness: Sundays, 10.00 - 12.00

Interested in coaching or volunteering? We welcome motivated
volunteers - no prior rugby experience required. Age 18+. Training
support provided.

Over 200 players now wearing Tigers kit each Sunday.

Community Leader Award 2024 winner at Twickenham, celebrating
excellence in Black community sport leadership

COME & JOIN US!

LOCATION: Burgess Park Community Sports Pitches, SE50JB (next to Old Kent Road)
GET IN TOUCH: Email: chris@southwarktigers.com
WhatsApp / Call: 07740 419 539

Proud Supporters of

S po KE M EAD\:\ the ‘Southwark Tigers’
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5<.>My child FAMILIES
And Me WITH

TEENS

aged

/A [T G 10-19
Culturally "™
Relevant
WOrksho?p

promoting mental
health awareness
and support through
cultural perspectives

Highlights:
- Developing awareness and skills in
supporting our teenage children

- The role of culture in our children's
mental wellbeing

- Awareness and understanding the z

impact of schools on our childrgn's Jamaica Road'

mental well being London.SE16 4BA
FOR DETAILS , HOW TO REGISTER SUPPORTEDBY INPARTMERSHLP
AND CRECHE NEEDS CONTACT .,L‘ & MindSpark
KEMISOLA ON 07961150931 e |
®info@mychildandme.uk FI—— Parent ¢ n .
https://www.mychildandme.uk S ¢

Fasey Semvces L




NITE

National institute
of Tewcting and Eccution

oy by Smat

TRAIN TO
TEACH PRIMARY 1> 4

with NEXUS éducotion Schoo s Trust

In Partnership with The
National Institute of Teaching

and Education (NITE) ape
as "
0L

the Future. + ™

Inspire yound

Are you a graduate ready to start a rewarding career in teaching?

Train to teach with Nexus Education Schools Trust and The National Institute of
Teaching and Education (NITE), part of Coventry University Group.

At Nexus, you'll gain hands-on classroom experience in our schools, while NITE
provides the expert training and academic support. Together, we'll help you bulld
the skills, confidence and experience to become an outstanding primary teacher.

Why Train at a NEXUS school?

() Full-time and Part-time Pathways

Training con be completed full-time over one year ot five doys per week, or port-time
over two years at 25 days per week for o more flexible pathwoy,

@ Hands-On Classroom Experience

You'll be octively involved in the classroom from the stort, but we'll bulld your
responsibilities gradually to allow you to develop your proctice and bulid confidence.

@ Expert Support
You'll work with me: and teachers who know what It takes 1o troin os a teacher. They bring years of
classroom experience, proctical Insight ond a genuine desire to help you get the best out of your training

@ Supportive Community

Our schools are colloborative, encouroging ond n From day one, you'll be med Into the teom,
guided ond supported as you learn the ropes. You'll have the s to make mistakes, try new strategies and
grow into the teacher you aspire to be.

who We're Looking For
We welcome graduates in all subjects who are:

V Passionate about / Creative, patient and J Eager to make a real :t\l SCAN H ERE

working with chil } resilient difference
TO BEGIN YOUR APPLICATION

Take the first step towards your future in teaching.

@ tt@nestschools.org e 020 8289 4767 ext. 125 @ Apply via DFE Apply
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DULWICH ) HAMLET JFC

Dulwich Hamlet Junior Football Club is looking for
enthusiastic new players to join our Under 7s Navy Team.

. Thursday evenings + Sundays

TR | < CubManager Darrel

+ Boys & girls [] 07979 143491

¢ School Year 2 darrell2@hotmail.co.uk
+ All abilities welcome

¢® Come and be part of the Hamlet family! @}




