
Year 2: Autumn 1  

The lives of important people in the past 

 
 

Vocabulary 
 

explorer 

scientist 

zoologist  

 biologist 

significant 

important 

expedition  

voyage 

What I already know:  

Reception 
 

• That there were important people who lived in 

the past 

• How to use ‘time’ words to describe things that 

happened in the past 

Year 1 
 

• About the lives of significant individuals in the 

past eg Mae Jamison, Neil Armstrong  

• Changes within living memory.  

• Important historical events, people and places 

in our locality, for example Dr Letsom: Who he 

was, what he did and how he contributed to 

Dulwich life. 

What I will learn now: 

Year 2 
 

• About the lives of important people in the 

past 

• About people in the past who were 

important in this country and in other 

countries 

• To compare ways of life in different time 

periods 

Key facts 
 

• Ibn Battuta was an explorer who lived over 

700 years ago 

• Matthew Henson was an African 

American explorer who went on 7 

voyages to the Arctic 

• Felicity Aston travelled across the 

Antarctic on skis 

• David Attenborough is a naturalist who 

explores plant and animal life 

What I will learn next: 

Year 3 
• How the Roman Empire began and the 

effect of the invasion on Britain 

• Using artefacts to investigate what life in 

Anglo-Saxon Britain was like 

Year 4 
• How the Roman Empire began and the 

effect of the invasion on Britain 

• Using artefacts to investigate what life in 

Anglo-Saxon Britain was like 
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